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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Precast concrete is fast becoming a more attractive construction technique in the region as the industry shifts its focus to value engineering

Dubai, United Arab Emirates, 4 May 2009: International Quality and Productivity Centre (IQPC), the global provider of tailored, industry-driven conferences, will be addressing the design and construction considerations of building with precast structures to ensure economical building in the Middle East.  
Precast Concrete Middle East 2009 is an exclusive two-day conference with four essential half-day workshops, taking place in Beach Rotana, Abu Dhabi, UAE. Regional industry experts will gather in Abu Dhabi on 29 – 30 June 2009 to share their latest practical solutions for incorporating precast units into construction project design.  The associated construction and logistical challenges will be discussed to reveal technical, commercial and operational initiatives for designing with precast structures.

Precast Concrete Middle East 2009, the 2nd conference in this successful annual series, hosting contributions from 16 industry experts, provides an excellent opportunity to find solutions to the very latest precast challenges and build industry partnerships that will result in mutual business growth.

Angelo Manesero, Chief Engineer of Dutco Balfour Beatty will be discussing the application of precast structures to shore line developments: “Shore line structures directly on the water front are subjected to very severe exposure in terms of atmospheric, wet and dry and chemical attack, as well as a high risk from mechanical damage. Concrete in its purest state has inherent properties to resist most of what nature and man can throw at it. To achieve the highest quality concrete, it is necessary to precast it into the required shape and cure it under control conditions prior to placing into its final location, which in the case of marine structures typically involves immersion into sea water. Precast concrete elements forming a marine structure gives the peace of mind that it will achieve the required design life with minimal maintenance and at a competitive initial price.”

Derek Swift, Group Sustainability Manager for Al Fara’a General Contracting, adds, “Precast Concrete Middle East 2009 will allow you to gain a vast knowledge from experienced leaders in the building industry.  Once you attend, you will be able to apply and recognize the full benefits of precast applications.”

Precast Concrete Middle East 2009 will act as a forum for some of the most topical regional issues facing the industry right now, by providing practical case studies from leading Contractors, Local Authorities and Design Consultancies.  Moawya Abdul Rahman Omar, Head of Structural Engineering Unit for Dubai Municipality, will outline licensing and site regulations which affect precast construction in the UAE.

Joseph Coppinger, Construction Manager for Arabtec, will be discussing the logistical challenges of building with precast structures and outlining strategies to effectively manage precast on-site.

Precast Concrete Middle East 2009 will bring together industry professionals for two days of high-level networking to discuss burgeoning challenges, including applying precast to high-rise structures and enhancing collaboration between project partners. Further information may be obtained at www.precastconcretesummit.com
ENDS –
About IQPC Middle East:

For over thirty years, IQPC has helped the world's leading corporations solve their business challenges through the sharing of practical industry solutions and global best practice. In the process, the company has built a formidable reputation for quality and value. During this time, the Middle East's most progressive companies have benefited from IQPC’s unrivalled global reach, which has connected international expertise with regional and local leaders.  For more information, visit www.iqpc.ae
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